
FEBRUARY 2018 NEWSLETTER 
Loving God means keeping Gods commands.  And they are not burdensome.  

John 5:1-4 

 
I like it when we get excited by the first signs of hope about the coming of spring. I like to 
see the first snowdrops and capture that sense of excitement that ‘better’ is just around the 
corner. 
I think that many of us are longing for better times and wonder what signs of hope might 
be. I wish all signs of hope were as easy to see as snowdrops.  
There are many situations that we live with that seem to have no possibility of hope. Caring 
for partners with cruel and chronic conditions seems hopeless. Being burdened by shrinking 
means and unremitting debt seems hopeless. 
Even in church life where our church family seems to be constantly declining and demands 
of property and finance increase seems hopeless. Sometimes the wish for someone to 
relieve us of our burdens can seem overwhelming. Where do we find the hope that helps us 
carry on? 
The gift of faith is one place where hope is found – the assurance that God loves us, and 
God gives us strength. The gift of our Church family is another place where hope is found; 
where people pray for us, stand alongside us and by being there offer hope. 
When we see the first snow drop what we experience is hope – winter is still with us and we 
know that nights are still dark, snow and frost are possible. The gift of hope allows us to 
cope and know that there will be something different. 
The gift of the Church family allows us hope to cope; we know that the problems we face 
are still there, but in the support, prayers and time people have for us we know that we can 
continue. 
The gift of faith lifts our eyes from looking down to looking up and allows us to live in a 
bigger world; one that isn’t limited by the things we touch and feel and fear. It is the hope 
that death is not the end; that love continues, and we are held and strengthened both in the 
love of God and the love we have for each other. 
Let us take the gifts of hope, let us cherish them; let us use them to cope where we need to 
cope and live where we are able to live. Let us trust in God and let us be simply those 
people we are meant to be. 
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Sunday Services 

Time 
10.00am 
 
10.00am 
10.00am 

Date 
  4 February 
 
11 February 
18 February 

Preacher 
Rev John Whittle (United 
Holy Communion) 
Stella White 
Peter Rodgers 

STOTFOLD METHODISTS 
the church on the crossroads 



10.30am 25 February Rev Julian Blakemore 

(United Holy Communion at 
Arlesey) 

 

What’s On 

Time and Date 
10.00am to 11.30am Saturday 3.2.18 
2.00pm Tuesday 6.2.18 
Friday 2.3.18 
 
3.00pm Sunday 4.3.18 
 
7.30pm Friday 20.4.18 

2.00pm Mondays (term time only) 
2.00pm Thursdays (third in month) 
10.00am Friday (term time only) 

Event 
Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy 
Church Council meeting 
Women’s World Day of Prayer (time and 
venue to be announced) 
Civic Service at St Mary’s followed by 
refreshments 
Quiz Night 

Monday Club 
Carers Group 
Toddlers Group 

 

Minister 
Church Secretary & Hall Hire 
Senior Steward 

Rev Malcolm Peacock 01462-646562 
Julie Longhurst 01462-731167 
Maggie Turner 01462-731030 
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