
APRIL 2018 NEWSLETTER 
For as by a man came death, by a man has come the resurrection of the dead. For 

as in Adam all die, so in Christ shall all be made alive. 1 Corinthians 15:21-22 

Easter Day is the same day, this year, as April Fools’ day. I wonder if the first disciples 
hearing the news that Jesus was risen from the dead thought they were being fooled? It 
could have been a very cruel joke. Thomas obviously thought the news was ‘false’ news – I 
won’t believe until I put my hand in his side or touch the nail marks. 
Even today the simple story of the resurrection seems hard to believe. Yet the resurrection 
remains the very centre and key of Christian faith. I find it fascinating to reflect on the story 
of the resurrection told in John’s gospel. There are three people who we are told look or go 
into the tomb. There is Mary, she went and saw what was there – the facts or the evidence, 
if there were CCTV cameras she would see what they saw, that the tomb was empty. Mary 
saw, Mary noticed that the tomb was empty that there was a resurrection. 
The second person to enter was Peter. He entered the tomb and he saw and the word to 
see in this context means he saw and he wondered what was going on. He saw the same 
things that Mary saw, the grave clothes folded and some laid to one side. He wondered 
why, why things were the way they were, he wondered what was going on, he may even 
have wondered where Jesus might be. Peter saw, Peter wondered, and he thought about 
the resurrection. 

The third person to enter was John. John ran into the tomb and he saw. What John saw was 
the same as Mary and Peter, but his seeing was different again; for John it was the ‘penny 
dropping moment’ – he saw and believed. He remembered the teaching of Jesus that had 

talked about his needing to die and be raised. His moment of seeing, with dawning 
understanding and comprehension made his seeing the gift of faith. He didn’t just notice the 
empty tomb, he didn’t just wonder what was going on; he knew and believed that Jesus 
was risen, as he said he would and John’s whole life was transformed. John saw, John 
believed and found faith. 
We have the wonder and privilege of having all these people to learn from. We can see the 
empty tomb, we can wonder at what it means, and we can experience faith for ourselves. 
After all that is what Easter is all about. It is a powerful story, but it is also God’s chosen 

way of renewing and redeeming this world he has made. It is our invitation to discover faith 
for ourselves as we believe and meet with the risen Jesus. 
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