
AUGUST 2018 NEWSLETTER 
Let no one seek their own interest, but rather the good of others.  Whatever you 

do, do it all for the glory of God.  Corinthians 10:23-31 

Endings. What sort of ending do you like to have? A cliff-hanger? Everything all neatly 
solved and happy? Something in between? If you had a choice what sort of ending would 
you like? Peaceful? Sudden? Planned? 
Generally, we don’t like endings because they mean change. This month the circuit has seen 
two ministers reach an end – John Hardaker has moved to St Albans; Jenny Spouge is going 
to continue her exploration of ministry, leaving us as Graham comes.  
Endings, changes, beginnings can be unsettling. We feel comfortable, settled, happy and 
then people move on and other people come in. Sometimes it feels hard to be open and let 
people be who they are – we sometimes wish for new people to be like old people so that 
change feels less threatening or anxious. 
Endings also happen at other times, in other ways. People move; people become ill; people 
die. We aren’t very good at talking about death or dying. We try to hide behind the stiff 
upper lip of self-control. Yet the truth is all of us will experience the sadness of people dying 
- family, friends, partners. We may have to face it many times.  
When people die it hurts. It hurts because we love people and we feel sorrowful, sad and 
full of regrets that the precious times we have had will be no longer. Our Christian faith is 

optimistic about death; we believe that death is not the end, but life continues. We look at 
the resurrection of Jesus as a foundation of this belief and the teaching of Jesus confirming 
that belief. But the sadness and sense of loss remain. It is an ending. 

So, we come back to endings, what sort of endings do we like? I would want all endings to 
be good endings. We admit it is happening, we don’t try to pretend otherwise. We talk 
about the feelings we have, all of them, anger, frustration, anticipation, joy. We talk about 
the changes. We plan for the differences. We find a way of thanking God who is both 
unchanging and forever new.  
When endings happen, we know that there will mixed feelings, we know that somethings 
cannot be easy. We know though that we either have to cope with the inevitable or wish the 
best for people. Endings happen, they are part of God’s way for us. Endings are never 

failure, they are moments of change and transition. It doesn’t make them easier but working 
to have good endings, even if it is hard, makes for a better future. Good endings take away 
regrets and prevents the past holding too much power over us. Good endings place us firmly 

in the presence of God and we experience the life and hope that he brings us. 
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What’s On 

Time and Date 

10.00am to 11.30am Saturday 4.8.18 
2.00pm Mondays (not August) 
2.00pm Thursdays (not August) 
10.00am Friday (term time only) 

Event 

Coffee Morning & Bring & Buy 
Monday Club 
Carers Group 
Toddlers Group 

 

Minister 
Church Secretary & Hall Hire 
Senior Steward 

Rev Malcolm Peacock 01462-646562 
Julie Longhurst 01462-731167 
Maggie Turner 01462-731030 

 
 

Vacancies – we are currently looking for someone to take on the roles of Gift Aid 
Secretary, Churches Together committee member to join Pat O’Loughlin and a Women’s 
World Day of Prayer committee member.  If you can help with any of these roles, please 

contact the stewards. 
 
Please note that due to the Welcome Service for Rev Graham Claydon Knights being held at 

this church on 1 September, there will be no monthly Coffee Morning that day. 
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